“NEWSLETTER 


NEXT MEETING - Tuesday, January 16, ~ 8:00 p.m. 
at the Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti 
Corner of Emmet and Washington Streets 
PROGRAM _ the third proaram in the series, entitled: 


THE CHALLENGES OF HISTORIC PROBRRTY OWNERSHIP 
TOPIC -"Ynsilanti'ts Historic District Ordinance: The First Year" 


PANEL RARTICIPANTS - Members of the Historic District Commission: 


Jane Bird, Chair A. P. Marshall 
Nathalie Edmunds Don Randazzo 
Jack Harris John Van Bolt 


From the vantage point of having worked Girectly with the ordinance 
for the past year, the members of the Historic District Commission 
will outline the salient features of the document and then discuss 
its implimentation as they have carried out their responsibilities 
to the city as appointed members of the commission. From the 
multitude of cases brought before them, they will describe a 

few of the successes and failures of this first, difficult year. 
This should be of interest to all homeowners, not just owners of 
historic properties, as it involves the commissioners’ combined 
efforts to understand and solve the innumerable problems that 

can arise when changes or ‘improvements’ are to be made to a 
building. It also involves communicating with those property 
Owners who have come before the commission. Come - and hear 
firsthand a summary of the past year's work with perhaps the 

most historically significant document passed by Ypsilantits 

City Cfficials in recent years -— the document designed to "safe- 
guard the heritage of the City of Ypsilanti." Come! There will 


be time for questions! And refreshments will follow! C311 a 
a RE or questions ne RE MES Willi foliow 


friend, bring a neighbor! Non-members welcome, too! 


DOWNTOWN YPSILANTI - LOOKING up? 

Did you know that the city has recently 
been awarded a matching grant of $7,000 
From the State History Division for a 
Pacade Study of downtown Ypsilanti?? 
This means that $14,000will be used 

to studv and draw up designs for re- 
vivication of fronts in our downtown area. 
In most cases where this kind of study 
has been made, visible improvements 
have followed, 


BOARD MEMBERS: Note! 
Please come at 7:00 
Tuesday, so that the 
Board can transact its 
business prior to the 
general meeting. 


Mary Warner would like 
your dues. And your 
editor, Jack Harris, 
would like some news! 


ees 
DON'T DISPAIR about Huron Street: 
Besides the miraculous restoration of the Cornwell-Beyer=Hobb 
House, you may note that Dale Hooker and associates have begun 
renovation of the interior of Old City Hall; George Strivp and 
his law firm have completed their elahorate plans for renovation 
oF the old Municipal Ccurt building, and the two remaining citv 


properties will be un for sale scon 


a 
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NEXT MEETING - Tuesday, March 20 = 8:00 p.m. 
at the Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti 
Corner of kmmet and Washington Streets 


“RCGRAM - the fourth program in the series: 


THE CHALLENGES OF HISTORIC PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 


TOPIC - "Do's and Don't’s of Restoration and Rehabilitation" 


SPEAKER - Richard Neumann, Architect 
Preservation Urban Design, Ine. 


Mr. Neumann will explore the idea of the environment as a constantly changing 
entity and the consequent implications for existing buildings. He will deal 
with the question of appropriate and inappropriate ways to meet the challenge 
of change as it pertains to the built environment. In other words, alterations 
right and wrong. As a key member of a nationally known preservation planning 
and design firm, he has been involved in varying degrees with recent and 
on-going preservation projects in Ypsilanti: Depot Town, the Gilbert House, 
the Ladies Literary Club, Old City Hall, ete. 


COME! Bring questions ~- and friends!! 
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BOARD MEMBERS: Note! FALL ELECTIONS: 
Please come at 7:00 Tuesday, At its November meeting the Heritage Founda~ 
so that the Board can transact tion held elections for positions on the 
its business prior to the Executive Board. The results were the election 
general meeting. of three new board members, Joyce Kelly, 

STEER TE EAE ETE EAE FE EE SE Sh AEE HSE ESE SEE 46 de He EE a danice Mackin, and Rosalie Clavez, and the 
COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES: re-election of two previous board members, 
A brief questionnaire will be Jack Harris and Mary warner, to new terms. 
distributed at the March meet- We are also pleased to announce that the 
ing - this is an opportunity Executive Board re-elected Jane Bird, Nathalie 
for you to make suggestions Edmunds, and Mary Warner to new terms as 
regarding the Foundation, and President, Vice-President and Secretary-Treas- 
to volunteer to work with other |urer, respectively. In addition, Nathalie 
Foundation members on those Edmunds, will continue to serve as Program 
activities that interest you. Chairwoman, and Jack Harris has agreed to 
We need more volunteers for continue editing the Newsletter. Rosalie 
the Christmas Bazaar, the Clavez will serve as publicity chairwoman 
Program Committee, the Fourth for the Foundation. 


of July Float and the News- 
letter Committee. 
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MARKERS 

The Foundation's Marker Committee is currently reviewing nominations for 
Historic Markers. The presentation of the 1979 awards will be held at the 

May meeting. The May Newsletter will contain information about the recipients 
of the awards. 
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YPSILANTI REHABILITATION ACTIVITIES AND TDEAS 


1, \ XE : 

AS spring approaches there are many signs of revitalization visible in 
downtown Ypsilanti. Along North Huron Street, work continues on the interiors 
of the Old City Hall and the Beyer Apartment Building. The plans of the Law 
firm, Stripp, Roberts, Manchester and Allen, to rehabilitate the Olid Court- 
house at 206 N. Huron Street have been approved by the Historic District 
Commission. Work has already begun on the interior there. 

In Depot Town, the owners of Depot Exchange are planning to open their new 
bar, the Sidetrack, in a few days. The Sidetrack, which will serve sandwiches 
and feature jazz musicians, is located at 56 E. Cross Street, the site of the 
obi Central Bar. The new owners have attempted to restore the building's 

ificant details, its nineteenth century store front, the pressed tin 
aeiling. and the magnificent columned bar that takes up one whole wall. Inside 
they have removed the heating ducts from the ceiling and hidden them behind the 
walls, restored the original mahogany colored stain of the bar, and added turn 


of the century light fixtures. it promises to provide a very attractive interior. 
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CURRENT RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION ACTIVITIES OF THE City 


1) The Community Development Block Grant Program has 29 active applications, 
with construction taking place on five units. The City has obligated approxi- 
mately $30,000 and has a large amount of uncommitted money; income limits will 
be adjusted as permitted by the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 


2) The Neighborhood Improvement Loan Program has recently been funded by the 
Michigan State Housing Development authority. Beginning this month (March, 1979) 
low-interest loans (1% to 7 Simple interest) will be available to persons 
owning/ purchasing property in designated target areas. Income ceilings are 
gl4,000 after a $750 deduction for every household member. Maximum loan 
principle is 315,000 for single family dwelling units and $5,000 per unit for 
structures at 2 to 4 units. The total amount of funding available is $300,000 
which must be expended within one year. 


3) HUD Section 312 Loan Program. The City has been allocated 100,000 in 
§.312 funding for 3% home improvement loans. Under this program, low income 
persons will be given priority. The City will advertise in: the Ypsilanti Press 
when they are ready to begin this program. 


Application's are welcome from all low to moderate income residents and property 
owners who plan to rehabilitate old houses. YOU may qualify for a low interest 
loan or grant, Tell others in your neighborhood, especially senior citizens 

who may not know about these programs. Contact the Community Development 


Department, City of Ypsilanti, telephone 483-1100, 
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ROOFING 


Are you thinking of doing something about that leaky roof of yours. . . 
like repairing it? If so = consider this. 

The average roof of 3 tab - 2351b - asphalt shingles properly applied to a 
moderate slope will last 15 years. A very steep roof will last perhaps 20 years. 

If you have what you consider premature failure look for damage caused by 
wind, hail, falling tree limbs or other sources of impact damage. aA valley may 
have suffered from ice damage or even may have been stepped on. Improperly 
installed flashing will not last the life of the roof. 

So if you discover that you can in fact repair your roof instead of replacing 
it, you may save a considerable amount of money. However, be sure that what you 
are repairing is premature failure and not a roof that is beyond repair and in 


need of replacing. 
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TWAT ivf? 
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NEXT MEETING - Tuesday, May 15 - 8:00 p.m. 
At the Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti 
Corner of Emmet and Washington Streets 


PROGRAM - 1) Presentation of Historic Structure Marker 
Awards 
2) Conclusion of the series: 


THE CHALLENGES OF HISTORIC PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 
TOPIC - Ypstlanti's Architectural Heritage 


SPEAKERS - Jane Bird, President 
Ypsilanti Heritage Foundation 
Presentation of Awards 


- Jack Harris, Professor of English 


Eastern Michigan University 
Member, Historic District Commission 


In response to popular demand Jack Harris will present a new slide program 
on Ypsilanti architecture. _ 
Jane Bird will show slides and comment on those buildings that ieee 
designated by Historic Structure Markers, The owners of the following 
buildings will receive awards and will be our 

| GUESTS OF HONOR 


yy 109 Catherine {c. 1850) John Littlejohn 


2) 116 Maple (c. 1883) Allan Richmond 

3) 409 North Adams (c. 1895) Christine Preston 

4) 315 North Grove {(c. 1896) David and Christine Blinn 

5) 943 North River (c. 1865) Hightand Cemetary Association 
{the caretaker's house at the cemetary) 

6) 119 South Washington (c. 1860) Judge and Mrs. Robert Fink 

7) 118 College Place (c. 1865) William Short IiI 

8) 323 Maple {c. 1893) Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Weir 

9) 328 East Cross (c. 1895) Mr. and Mrs. George Grant 


Refreshments following the meeting. 


NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION WEEK 


May 6-12 is desiqnated National Historic Preservation Week by the National 
Trust. The Heritage Foundation celebrates the week by making its annual 
presentation of Historic Structure Marker Awards. Coming as it does in the | 


spring, Preservation “Yeek provides us with an excellent opportunity to pause 
and review the progress that Ypsilanti has made towards preserving its archi- 
tectural heritage. Historic Structure Marker awards are presented to property - 
owners whose buildings are well maintained, eithar;iin a manner that closely 
approximates the oriainal architectural condition, or appropriately renovated 
in a manner that does not detract from the original architectural style. The 
Foundation hopes that a continuing program to honor owners of historic struc- 
tures will focus public attention on the unique architectural heritage of our 
community and encourage other owners to preserve and upgrade their buildings. 


HISTORIC HOUSE TOUR 


Buoyed up by the success of last year's home tour, the Foundation is planning 
another tour, but this time it will be held in conjunction with the "Yosilanti 
Yesteryear" Festival. The tour which will run both Saturday and Sunday, 

August 25 an 26, will include different buildings each day. Among the but]dinas 
that will be featured on the tour are several on Huron Street, the old city 
hati, the old courthouse(soon to be the law offices of Stripp, Roberts, - 
Manchester and Allen) and Sesquicentennial Hall; two on the south side, Child 
and Famity Services Building and the home of John Littlejohn; downtown, the 
apartment of Ann Wallace; and on the east side, Casa Loma. Sunday's tour will 
feature Ypsilanti's historic churches. 


As with last year's tour, guides will provide visitors with a brief orientation 
to the architectural style and historical stanificance of each structure. An 
illustrated brochure with a brief history of each structure will also be pro- 
vided. Because the tour has been expanded to two days, a much larger number 
of guides will be needed this year. Please volunteer! Sign up sheets will be 
Passed around at the May 15 meeting. 


"YPSILANTI YESTERYEAR" FESTIVAL 


GET READY !!! 
--for the "Ypsilantt Yesteryear" Festival 
August 24, 25, and 26 


This, without question, is going to be the biggest community event Ypsilantt 
has seen since the Sesquicentennial Celebration. 


Having discovered that Ypsilanti has some history and architecture worth 
tooting its horn about, the Michigan State Department of Commerce has 
granted the Ypstlanti Chamber of Commerce $15,000 with wich to sponsor a 
herttage festival. Under the guidence of Richard Baird, its director, the 
Ypsitanti Visitors and Convention Sureau has contributed an additional 
$7,600. It fs hoped that the Festival wil] become an annual event. 


Nathalie Edmunds and Marcia Harrison are co-chairpersons. Plans are well 
under way with over fifty community organizations participatiog in the 

BIG EVENT, There will be something for everyone! Here is a sneak preview 
of just some of the attractions to be featured during the three-day festival: 


Midway on the Washington Street Promenade 

Highwire act on Frog Island (all 3 days!) 

Community dinner at the Spaghetti Bender (Friday evening) 
Huron Valley Rose Snotety annual Rose Show 

Historic exhibits at City Hall, Library, Ladies Literary Club 
Arts and Crafts show along West Cross Street 

Two ice cream socials!! 

Rotary Club pancake breakfast 

Kiwannis Club BBQ ... And More! 


Vaudeville acts, musical groups, clowns in Depot Town 
Merry Squires Square Dance Troupe 
Open house at historic churches, the Water Tower 


AND! 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION TOUR OF HISTORIC HOMES AND BUILDINGS 
(Saturday and Sunday) 
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Septemuer 1979 


NEAT MEETING Tuesday, September 25 — 8:00 PM 
At the Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti 
Corner of Emmet and Washington Streets 


Enter via Chapel, NW Corner cf building 


PROGRAM: First of a new series of programs: 


THE OLD HOUSE CLINIC 


TOPIC - “Evaluating the Old House" 
SPEAKER - Don Randazzo, Contractor and Expert in 


Building Maintenance 


Don has a long and well established reputation in the Ypsilanti area for exper~ 
tise in carpentry and building maintenance. He has gained additional experience 
through serving the community for nearly two years as a member of the Historic 
District Commission. As a result of his work on the Commission, he has been 
referred to as the “builder with the known interest in historic preservation." 
The Commission has found his assistance invaluable. Don was also awarded a 
scholarship last year to attend the Maintenarve Workshop in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
sponsored by the National Trust for Histcric Preservation. He returned with 

even more practical information ~ informaticn that he is willing to share! 


Want to learn about what moisture cai do to the old house? 
Should a roof be repaired or ren’ ced’ 


This is the chance to get tie ~~ urs to those questions that have troubled you 
for so long. Lively,usef:  ° ° »sion is anticipated Bring a friend! Call 
others whom you think mi« cnterested! 


Refreshments will be serv eu 


“ART: WAS BAZAAR 
DATE: Friday, November 
PLACE: Presbyterian Churcr .f£ spoilanti 


Please HELP! HELP! HELP! 

All kinds of articles are netics: tir the bazaar - crafts, baked goods, home 
canned goods, plants, books an rummage(items not larger than a bread box), 
We are in dire need of items. 


We also need people to WORK! Ficuse call .Ghristine Blinn, 483-3512 to set 
up a time to work, Bazaar -copu are held Wednesday mornings at the home 
of Christine Blinn. 


Items for the bazaar may t » . "sd to the church basement on Thursday, 
November 8. There will b° - there from 1:00 to 6:00 PM If, you need 


items picked up, call Christine Blinn 


There will be crafts people demonstrating their talents at the bazaar Set 
this date on your calender! 


MISCELLANEOUS 


DUES are due! 


DID YOU KNOW ~— 

The Ypsilanti Board of Realtors contributed 

the very generous gift of $100 to the Foundation 
in recognition of its efforts to encourage preser- 
vation, restoration and adaptive use of Ypsilanti's 
old buildings. Thank you, realtors! 


NOTE: 


The 1980 Heritage Foundation Calendars are available —- and better than ever! 


HOME TOUR 


The Heritage Foundation Annual Home Tour was again a resounding success 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who worked on this highlight of the first annual 
Ypsilanti Yestcrycar Festival. 


NEMS FROM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


The city has just received a major Small Cities Grant of $600,000. Other small 
grants are pending, 


A_WORD OF ADVICE: 


Un heated attics and crawl spaces need ventilation, winter and summer. 

So when Fall comes DON'T close the openings that let these spaces "breathe ™ 
This is important to prevent moisture problems, Learn more about this at this 
month's meeting! 


Uhitantt dMAextage Soundats 


November 1979 
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NEXT MEETING Tuesday, November 27, 8:00 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti 
Corner of Emmit and Washington Streets 


A VERY SPECIAL PROGRAM(Second in the Series - OLD HOUSE CLINIC) 


"Researching the Old House, How to Discover its Age and History” 


TWO SPEAKERS OF STATEWIDE PROMINENCE!!! 


I. Peter Schmitt of Kalamazoo 
The Archives, Western Michigan University. He also teaches 
The History of Architecture and Popular Culture. He has 
also written a nationally=-known book on nineteenth century 
architecture in Kalamazoo. We can assure you, he will speak 
with AUTHORITY, verve, and good humor on .. . 


"The Use of Public Records and Researching the Old House" 


II. Diana Reedy of Lansing 
Chairperson of Save the Moon House, Inc. (Moon House is one 
of the last Eastlake houses in Lansing, a house designed, 
built, and lived in by Darius Moon, prominent local architect.) 
Well-known in the Lansing area, she is active in local politics 
and historic preservation. She will show slides and talk 


enthusiastically on ... 
'tResearch on Moon House" 


REFRESHMENTS will be served. This is a program of interest for 
anyone who cares about old houses: we expect a large crowd and a 
lively sharing of discoveries. Call friends and neighbors who 
might be interested in such a program. Useful handouts will be 
available, 


WOULD YOU LIKE A BAZAAR REPORT? Will you be at. . 


Mary Warner tells us that our The Annual HERITAGE ” FOUNDATION 
bazaar this year grossed $765!! Christmas PARTY, Saturday, Dec. 15 
The entire Foundation membership at John and Jane VanBolt's? 
extends their most sincere ‘Invitations will go out to PAID 
appreciation to Christine Blinn MEMBERS ONLY. Our Special Guests 
for her devotion to the CAUSE will be our Calendar Artists and 
as Chairperson and to all of House Tour Owners. 


those before and on the day! 


REMINDER: THIS IS OUR ANNUAL MEETING: ELECTION OF BO 
AND A BRIEF TREASURER'S REPORT. AAD BEMEERS 


